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SIMP LE & FRESH COLO UR PALET T ES CREAT E A GREAT LO OK FOR A KI D’S  RO OM.

With an interior designer for a 
mother, there was no doubt that 

these three lucky children were going to 
have spaces of their own to die for.  When 
baby Archie was born two years ago, mum 
Nicole made the decision to move her two 
eldest into a room together.

“I created a separate playroom which is 
jam packed with all the things I didn’t want 
in their bedrooms,” Nicole laughs.  “This is 
where Barbie, Dora, the Wiggles and Diego 

live!  I can’t stand plastic toys but you have 
to have them … so we con!ned them all 
to one room.  I sacri!ced the girls having 
a room of their own for a playroom, but it 
has worked out so well.”

Both kid’s bedrooms were given a 
makeover when Ruby and Millie moved 
in together, giving Archie a room of his 
own.  “With the girls, I really focused on 
sweet innocent colours such as pinks and 
mints.  Archie’s room has a bolder and more 

traditional feel to it – which very much 
re"ects his personality!”

With three beautiful children and a boy 
and girls in the mix, Nicole would like 
to think her family is complete.  “Simon 
thinks we still have one to go!  He is from 
a family of six, but I have told him there is 
no way we are having more … unless he 
can have the next one.”

Nicole has really enjoyed the parenting 
process so far.  “I love how you are able  

M E E T  Ruby, Millie & Archie.
Who lives here? Nicole, 33; Simon, 38; Ruby, 7; Millie, 5 and Archie, 2.
Where? Melbourne  Aesthic: Simple, Fresh & Traditional
Photography: Louise Treacy 
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M U S K  P I N K  &  M I N T  G R E E N  A R E  A  D E L I G H T F U L  C O M B I N AT I O N  O F  C O L O U R S.

to set a strong foundation for life, and 
I so hope that this will carry them in 
ful!lling their dreams and aspirations with 
con!dence and perseverance.  The hardest 
thing is trying to not spoil them!”

“All three children are so unique and 
have such beautiful traits that I hope they 
will always carry with them: Ruby is so 
kind and loves caring for others, and she 
has such a thirst for information; Millie 
has such a beautiful, huge smile and an 
infectious zest for life, and Archie has such a 
strong will, which I think is a great quality.”

Discipline and good manners are a must 
in this household, as well as traditions.  
“From day dot we have been very clear 
with all the children as to what we expect 
from them, what the rules are and how we 
expect them to behave.  When the kids are 
younger, we tend to use the 1, 2, 3, time 
out form of discipline, but now the girls are 
older it is ‘go to your room’.  I de!nitely 
believe that you should never need to ask 
your kids to stop doing something more 
than twice before taking action.  We also 
try to give the kids some special traditions.  
We always have a Friday night Shabbat 
dinner, which is a great way to bond every 
week over a delicious meal!”

Ruby and Millie have both inherited 

“All three 
children are so 

unique and have 
such beautiful 

traits that I hope 
they will always 
carry with them.”
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RED & NAVY ON WHITE IS A SOLID COMBINATION THAT STANDS THE TEST OF TIME.

“I believe that if 
a child has a nice 
room, it teaches 
them to respect 
the space.”

their mother’s gorgeous red hair, with 
Archie still very much a little blonde.  “I’m 
a Virgo,” Nicole says.  “And so is Ruby, and 
we de!nitely share those traits of being 
clean, tidy and highly organised!  It’s no 
wonder that we get along so well.”

Ruby, at seven, is growing into a young 
lady and outside school loves her Dance 
Factory classes. “I am so proud of the 
person that she is becoming and I can see 
that she is going to be such a special girl.”

Millie, at !ve, loves swimming and is so 
excited about what the world has to o"er.  
“I love how Millie still gets her words 
mixed up and I love her funny questions.  
I talk to the kids about not talking to 
strangers and the other day she asked, 
‘Mum, where are strangers born?’”

Archie, the youngest at two, loves his 
music classes and is just hitting that age.  “I 
actually love Archie’s tantrums!  He throws 
himself down on the #oor and bawls 
his eyes out in a high-pitched cry – it is 
actually pretty hysterical.  I also love his 
sloppy kisses and his funny words.”

“I think that two to three year mark is so 
special, when they are learning their words 
and saying the cutest things.  I also love that 
there are things that only mum understands 
what they are saying!”

“With both girls at school, Archie goes to 
sessional daycare for three days each week.  
At his age, both girls were in crèche three 
full days a week, but I just can’t bear the 
thought of Archie sleeping somewhere else 
at the moment!”  
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K E E P I N G  WA L L S  N E U T R A L  A L L O W S  Y O U  T O  R E !C R E AT E  T H E  S PAC E  A S

Creating a special space for kids is a bit of 
an occupational hazard for Nicole.  “I feel 
like I could change their rooms every year!  
The girls’ room now almost seems a little 
young for Ruby.  We are thinking about 
putting an upstairs on our house so that the 
kids can all have their own rooms – I love 
the thought of being able to redecorate 
three new rooms!”

“I believe if a child has a nice room, it 
teaches them to respect the space.  Keeping 
a child’s room neat and organised gives a 
calm to the space and really encourages 
easy and peaceful sleep times.  My three 
kids have all been fantastic sleepers and I 
really believe that it is because they have 
beautiful, peaceful rooms.”
Nicole’s business, Little Liberty, works 

in creating gorgeous children’s spaces.  
Get in touch with her via email on 
nicole@littleliberty.com or visit her blog 
at http://littleliberty1.blogspot.com 
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CHILDREN GROW, BUT ALSO TO SWAP ROOMS AND CHANGE SPACES IF NECESSARY.

Things Nicole loves 
about her kids’ 
rooms:
1. The girls’ bedding.  I got this from 

Pottery Barn Kids and it’s such great 
quality bedding.  It’s very easy to 
make in the mornings and it really 
gives the room a neat, overall look.  I 
love a quilt cover to !nish o" a bed.

2. The peaceful colours in the girls’ 
room.  It really gives the space a 
serene feel. 

3. The pom pom mobiles in the girls’ 
room.  My DIY e"ort and it really 
gives a WOW e"ect and creates 
another dimension to the space.

4. The personalised plane decal in 
Archie’s room.  So special!

5. Petite Collage Animal Mobile in 
Archie’s room.  It sits over his change 
table and keeps him busy while Mum 
deals with the mess below!

Things that Nicole 
& her family can’t 
live without:
1. The park across the road from our 

house.

2. Our gadgets!  Computer, TV, iTouch, 
iPad, iPhone – terrible, I know – but 
so great!

3. Our backyard and the kids’ 
trampoline.

4. The kids’ scooters.

5. The croissants from the shop around 
the corner from our house!  Real 
French butter ones!

Advice from Nicole:
1. Sometimes it is easier to not 

discipline, and we really try to not 
fall into that trap.  It doesn’t matter 
where you are or whose company 
you are in, our rules are the rules – 
even if there are tears involved!
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Whether it is Archie’s red and navy combination, or the beautiful 
and fresh mint and pink of Ruby and Millie’s room, it is the lasting 
style of both spaces that makes them work so beautifully. 

A  T R A D I T I O N A L  take.

Linen Sailor 
Pants $29.95 

www.
gypsykids.
com.au 

‘Skittle Game’ Limited 
Edition Print $115 www.
peachie.com.au 

Sarah Pink Mary Jane $34.95 
www.chillikids.com.au 

Soldier 
Skittle Set 

$29.95 
www.

ministyle.
com.au

Bow Peep Dress 
$59.95 www.
willywagtail.

com.au 

Make Mudpies Scroll Print $29.95 
www.almondtreeframes.com.au

Angel At My 
Table Teepee $229 
www.ministyle.

com.au 

Square Toy Baskets $84.95 
www.kalamazookidz.

com.au 

Alimrose Pixie Doll $34.95 www.
moosaidthecow.com.au 

Hand knitted Nelly Dog $43 
www.andthelittledoglaughed.

com

Candy Apple 
Storage $90 
set of 4 www.
vintagebaby.
com.au

Pink Tulle Pom Pom $20 
www.facebook.com/
magicstardust.party

Dollhouse Bookends 
$59.95 www.
vintagebaby.com.au 
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